
As part of its programme of twice-yearly temporary exhibitions, the 
Verdun Memorial, in partnership with the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), has chosen this year to put the spotlight on the soldiers 
who were captured during the First World War, a hundred years after many 
of them came home. The exhibition, which is entitled “7 million! Soldiers 
who were prisoners in the Great War”, looks at what happened to these 
men: their journey to the country where they were held captive, life at a 
camp, the places where they worked, and then their return home…

In many respects, the phenomenon of captivity went through completely 
unprecedented changes during the Great War. Due to the extraordinary swelling 
of the sizes of armies, the numbers of soldiers held in captivity rose considerably. 
According to some estimates, approximately 6.6 million soldiers were captured 
during the Great War. The Germans alone held 2.5 million men captive in 1918. 
Because every family affected by the captivity of one of its members was 
concerned about them, prisoners quickly became not only a human issue but 
also a political issue for the warring countries, which changed the way they 
treated each other’s prisoners under a system of constant reciprocity. 

Their economic importance also became vital: prisoners were ready and valuable workforces in countries deprived 
of young men who had left for the battlefields. They were also a particularly vulnerable population in the eyes of 
humanitarian organisations such as the ICRC, the National Committees of the Red Cross and the International Prisoners 
of War Agency, which spared no effort in helping them. All over the world, envoys from neutral countries or various 
organisations visited camps. At the ICRC’s instigation, prisoner swaps and the internment of thousands of prisoners 
in neutral countries were arranged. But most prisoners had to wait until the end of the conflict before they could finally 
return to their home countries, which had in some cases been radically shaken up and transformed. 

The tour describes the places that prisoners ended up in one by one, from the time when they were captured to the 
end of the war. Visitors initially walk through four areas: they follow the route taken by a prisoner to the place where he 
was held captive, learn about life at a camp and the place where prisoners worked, briefly escape to see the places 
where the cause of prisoners was championed and supported, and then finally resume the tour and continue to the 
homecoming.

Projections, photographs and personal and public archive records punctuate the tour route featuring a hundred and fifty 
items from the Verdun Memorial’s collection, the ICRC’s archives, partner museums and private collections. Personal 
accounts, artists’ works and remarkable and authentic sound recordings are showcased in a display that is in keeping 
with the very embodied approach that the Verdun Memorial now takes.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Exhibition Commission: Édith Desrousseaux de Medrano, Agence 
Sources
Scientific advice: François Cochet and Daniel Palmieri
Scenic design: Flavio Bonuccelli
Graphics: Robaglia design

EPCC (Public Cultural Cooperation Institution) Verdun Me-
morial – Battlefield
Director: Thierry Hubscher
Cultural Development and Communications Officer: 
Clotilde Bizot-Espiard
Communications Manager: Camille Florémont
Address: 1, avenue du Corps Européen, BP 60048, Fleury-de-
vant-Douaumont – 55101 Verdun Cedex
Contact: +33 (0) 3 29 88 19 16 / info@memorial-verdun.fr

OPENING TIMES
From 26 June to 31 August 2019: 9:30am – 7pm, daily
From 1 September to 18 October 2019: 9:30am – 6pm, Monday to 
Friday / 9:30am – 7pm, Saturday and Sunday
All Saints’ Day holidays (from 19 October to 3 November 2019): 
9:30am – 7pm, daily
From 4 to 30 November 2019: 9:30am – 5pm, Monday to Friday / 
9:30am – 6pm, Saturday and Sunday
From 1 to 20 December 2019: 9:30am – 5pm, daily

This exhibition staged in partnership with the ICRC will be extended by a presentation of the ICRC’s work in relation to 
prisoners from the time of its creation to the present day in a fifth area. 

AROUND THE EXHIBITION
Wednesday 26 June – 9am-8pm: STUDY DAY / Soldiers who were prisoners in the Great War. With Édith Desrousseaux de Medrano, 
François Cochet, Daniel Palmieri, Marie-Pascale Prévost-Bault, Marie Guérin and Anne Kropotkine. 
Thursday 19 September at 6pm: FILM DISCUSSION / The flag of mercy. With Marina Meier
Friday 4 October at 6pm: CONFERENCE / From Verdun to Wülzburg, the captivity of Captain Charles de Gaulle during the First 
World War. With Frédéric Fogacci.
Thursday 17 October at 6pm: FILM DISCUSSION / The Big Illusion. With Clément Puget.
Sunday 10 November at 5pm: CONCERT / String quartet at a prisoner-of-war camp. With Ken Sugita (violin), Paul Mayes (violin), 
Ermengarde Aubrun (viola) and David Smolarski (cello). 
For more information, see www.memorial-verdun.fr

Exhibition staged with the support of the Verdun Remembrance Foundation.

In Meuse, circa 1916. A column of German prisoners
marches as French soldiers watch and supervise them
© Verdun Memorial Collection

1914-1918 War. Germany, Holzminden priso-
ner-of-war camp. The central avenue of the camp 
© V-P-HIST-03543-03 / ICRC ARCHIVES (ARR)

1914-1918 War. Italy, Austrian prisoners of war
© V-P-HIST-02540-11A / ICRC ARCHIVES (ARR) 

PRICES
Full rate (Adults, over-16s): Museum €11 / Temporary exhibition only 
€5 
Reduced rate: Museum €7 / Temporary exhibition only €2
Family ticket (2 adults and one child aged 8-16): €25
Battlefield Pass – Verdun (5 sites: Verdun Memorial, Douaumont Os-
suary, Douaumont Fort, Vaux Fort, Underground Citadel of Verdun): 
Adult (from 16 years upwards) €28 (instead of €34) / Child (8-16 years 
of age) €15 / Free for under-8s

Accessible to persons with reduced mobility. 

For other prices and details, see: www.memorial-verdun.fr

MEDIA RELATIONS
Heymann, Renoult Associées / Sarah Heymann
National media:
Marc Fernandes / m.fernandes@heymann-renoult.com
International media:
Stephan Elles / s.elles@heymann-renoult.com 
Tel: +33 (0) 1 44 61 76 76
Documentation accessible at: www.heymann-renoult.com


